
(Above) The First Lake Ski Jump at Holly-
burn Ridge north of Vancouver at the Holly-

burn Pacific Ski Club Tournament, 1930
(Ommund Ommundsen Collection, courtesy Peter
Ommundsen and the Hollyburn Heritage Society)
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Hollyburn Mountain, north of Vancou-
ver has a colourful Swedish history. The
mountain is part of what is today Cypress
Park and the Nordic ski area above West
Vancouver.
In the early 20s, Rudolf Verne from Stock-

holm, decided to create a ski area near a
newly logged site close to Cypress Creek at
the 2 500 feet level. In 1924, at the invita-
tion of Verne, Eilof Haxthow and Eric Ahl-
berg started a “restaurant” in one of the
abandoned buildings. They promoted the
ski area by having Saturday night dances
here. 

In 1926, with the help of other Swedes,
they moved an existing cookhouse, by
horse and stoneboat, to the 3 000 ft. level by
First Lake on Hollyburn Ridge, where it
stands today. The reason for this move was
there was more snow here. Three of the
men, Oscar Persson (Pearson) from Lek-
sand with cousins Anders Israel (Andrew
Irvine) and wife Stina, and Olle Andersson,
back-packed and also used a horse for all
the carrying and hauling.  Using logs from
the clearing they made, they built numerous
small log cabins, which slept 8, for rental. 
Some of these cabins still exist. Across the

lake from the lodge, they built a ski jump
with outrun over the lake, finishing near the
entrance to the lodge. For summer fun they
dammed the lake and built a raft with an

upper and lower diving board. 
They worked hard and partied hard. In

1946 Persson, Israel and his wife, and
Andersson returned to Sweden after their
development had been sold to the Burfields. 

Amazingly the lodge still stands and des-
pite alterations much of the handiwork of
the Swedes is still visible.      Denise Fiala

The author remembers how her father, a
Swede, took us “up the hill” in the early 30s
for a day of fun in the snow. After hiking from
14th & Marine Drive in West Vancouver,
arrived at by ferry, we reached the trailhead
at 22nd & Rosebury, to begin toiling up the
trail and arrive at Hollyburn Lodge about 2
1/2 to 3 hours later. Dad would be invited into
the kitchen cum apartment “så de kunde prata
lite svenska och dricka kaffe tillsammans.”
After our sandwich lunch by the fireplace, we

three youngsters went skiing, sharing 2 pairs
of cross country skis, much too long but they
had been cheap! As teenagers we stayed a few
Saturday nights a winter in the “dorms” at the
lodge, boys downstairs and girls upstairs. In
our 20s we ended up renting/owning cabins.◆
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(Above) Olle Andersson, Oscar Persson, and
Anders Israel in front of the Hollyburn Ski

Camp, circa 1931 (Nordal Kaldahl Collection, cour-

tesy Rosemary Clapham and the Hollyburn Heritage Society)
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