TERRORIST FEARS

@ Queen Margrethe has
spoken out against radical
Islam and called on Muslim
immigrants to improve their &
Danish language skills. ’

"We have let this issue float
around for too long, because
we are tolerant and rather lazy."

In the new authorized biogra-
phy entitled Margrethe, by
journalist Annelise Bistrup, the Danish
Queen voices her disapproval of "these peo-
ple for whom religion is their entire life".

"We have to run the risk of being labeled
in an unflattering way, because there are
some things for which we should display no
tolerance."

More than 400 000 of Denmark's 5.4 mil-
lion inhabitants are immigrants. About 150
000 are Muslims, amounting to 3 percent of
the population. This still makes them the
second-largest religious group in the coun-
try after the Lutheran-Evangelical Church,
of which the Queen is supreme governor
and to which 85 percent of the population
belongs. The Danish government, which
was re-elected in February, has introduced
some of Europe's toughest restrictions on
immigration, leading to criticism from
Europe's human rights watchdog, the
Council of Europe.

Recently Denmark's Supreme Court ruled
that a supermarket chain had the right to
fire a young Muslim woman for wearing an
Islamic headscarf to work. The woman, who
worked as a cashier in the supermarket, had
claimed damages for discrimination and
wrongful dismissal. The court accepted that
the company had a right to specify the
appearance of its employees and that this
outweighed their individual right to wear
religious garments.

In related news Danish police are search-
ing for unknown attackers who set fire to
the immigration minister's car. Rikke Hvils-
hgj, her husband and two young children
were rescued from their house, which also
caught fire as a result of the attack.

A group calling itself "Beatte Without
Borders" has said it carried out the attack, to
protest against the government's "racist im-
migration policy". The minister and other
senior politicians have now been assigned
guards. The attack has come as a shock to
Denmark's open society where it is not un-
usual to see ministers and other public fig-
ures go shopping, cycle and live their every-
day lives among the rest of the population.
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Justice Minister Lene Espersen says that
given the fact that there were children in the
house, the attackers could get life imprison-
ment. The attack came less than two weeks
after a shooting in Ngrrebro, another part of
Copenhagen, involving members of the
immigrant community. A young man was
killed by a nightclub bouncer, while anoth-
er was wounded.

When a leading Muslim cleric, Abu Laban,
suggested the hand-over of "blood money"
from one family to another as a way to set-
tle the dispute peacefully, the immigration
minister rejected the idea as "medieval".

"Nor do we trade camels in Denmark,"
was Mrs Hvilshgj's response to the idea.

However the family of the doorman who
fired the fatal shot has agreed to move out
of Copenhagen as a way to compensate for
the killing. The agreement has been sharply
criticized by experts in criminal law who
fear that parts of the immigrant community
are developing into a parallel society where
ancient traditions threaten Danish law.

Furthermore fears of a terror attack in Den-
mark, are increasing and bomb scares have
led to heightened security. The London bom-
bings are "a warning to all European coun-
tries, but first and foremost to Denmark,
which still has soldiers stationed in Muslim
countries," warns the Abu Hafs al-Masri Bri-
gades, a terrorist organization linked to the
Madrid train attack, in an Internet posting.

Three out of four Danes believe that an
attack on their country by Islamic extrem-
ists is likely or very likely in the near future.

The relatively small size of Denmark's
Muslim population should make it much
easier for police to monitor potential re-
cruits, says a senior fellow at the Internatio-
nal Institute for Strategic Studies. Since the
London attacks, the focus has shifted away
from external threats to Danish-born Mus-
lims who feel marginalized by society. The
radical Hizb ut-Tahrir organization, which
is banned in Germany, is known to recruit
in Denmark's immigrant neighborhoods
and has several hundred members. Police in
Copenhagen have recently arrested the lea-
der of the organization. He is charged with
threatening the Danish government in a flyer
that was distributed at a mosque in the sub-
urb of Valby outside Copenhagen. The flyer
urged young Muslims to go to Iraq to par-
ticipate in the war against the US alliance.

The Danish immigrant organization Idfad,
Indvandrer-Dansk Forening for Anti-diskri-
mination is urging Danish Muslims to
inform the Danish secret service, PET,
about suspected terrorists.

King Hakon VII and Queen Maud in skidress

A FASHIONABLE QUEEN

The Victoria & Albert Museum in
London is displaying the spectacular ward-
robe of Norwegian Queen Maud.

Queen Maud of Norway was renowned for
her fashionable style. In 1896 the British
princess married her cousin, Prince Carl of
Denmark. The couple lived in Copenhagen,
while Carl pursued his naval career. Their
son, Alexander, was born in 1903.

This quiet life changed completely in
1905, when the political union linking
Norway and Sweden was dissolved and
Prince Carl was elected King. He changed
his name to become King Haakon and his
son became Crown Prince Olav. Princess
Maud was now Queen Consort of Norway.

Her wardrobe reflects this sudden change
in lifestyle. The new queen, with an incred-
ible waist of 46 centimeters, needed a coro-
nation dress and additional clothes for the
events surrounding this important occasion,
and she also needed a whole new wardrobe
for her new role that sometimes called for
six changes of clothes in one day. With her
combination of style and access to money,
Queen Maud was able to place herself in
the centre of the fashion map and leave a
legacy long after her death.

Parts of this legacy can now be seen in the
magnificent exhibit at Victoria & Albert
until January 2006. Queen Maud's corona-
tion dress (right), made of gold lamé in the
princess style, has scalloped lace sleeves. A
decorative pattern of flowers and ribbon
bows was embroidered in gilt metal thread,
gold-coloured sequins, artificial pearls and
diamanté. The making of the gown and
embellishment of the golden fabric repre-
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